
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 

Deliverable D7.13 Intermediate EU seminar 

 
 
 
 
 

DELIVERABLE 7.13  

Intermediate EU seminar 

European Commission 

DG Research and Innovation 

SP1 - Cooperation  

Collaborative project 

Large-scale integrating project 

FP7-2013-NMP-ENV-EeB 

GRANT AGREEMENT No. 608678  

CommONEnergy  

Re-conceptualize shopping malls from consumerism to energy 

conservation 



 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 

Deliverable D7.13 Intermediate EU seminar 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Technical References 

This document has been produced in the context of the CommONEnergy Project.  

 

The research leading to these results has received funding from the European Community’s Seventh Framework 

Programme (FP7/2007-2013) under grant agreement n° 608678. All information in this document is provided “as is” 

and no guarantee or warranty is given that the information is fit for any particular purpose. The user thereof uses the 

information at its sole risk and liability. For the avoidance of all doubts, the European Commission has no liability in 

respect of this document, which is merely representing the authors view.  

 
Deliverable No.  7.13 

Dissemination Level  PU 

Work Package  WP7 

Lead beneficiary  BPIE 

Contributing beneficiary(ies)  N/A 

Author(s)  Marine Faber 

Co-author(s)  N/A 

Reviewed by  N/A 

Date  September 28, 2017 

File Name  D7.13 Intermediate EU seminar 

 

 
Project Acronym  CommONEnergy  

Project Title  Re-conceptualize shopping malls from consumerism to energy 

conservation  

Project Coordinator  Roberto Lollini  

Accademia Europea Bolzano,  

Viale Druso 1, 39100 Bolzano/Italy  

roberto.lollini@eurac.edu  

Project Duration  1 October 2013 – 30 September 2017 (48 Months)  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 

Deliverable D7.13 Intermediate EU seminar 

Contents 
 

Executive Summary .................................................................................................... 4 

Introduction ................................................................................................................. 5 

1. Defining the event concept and format ................................................................ 5 

a. EUSEW application - ........................................................................................ 5 

b. Location ............................................................................................................ 5 

2. Getting high-level speakers and participants ....................................................... 6 

a. Agenda ............................................................................................................. 6 

b. Speakers........................................................................................................... 7 

c. Participants ....................................................................................................... 7 

3. Promoting the event ............................................................................................ 7 

4. The event .......................................................................................................... 10 

5. Discussing the follow up .................................................................................... 11 

Conclusions .............................................................................................................. 11 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 

Deliverable D7.13 Intermediate EU seminar 

 

Executive Summary 

 

Many events were organised during the project (presentation at the Milano EXPO in 2015, 

Valladolid seminar in 2016, etc.), gathering stakeholders from different countries and sector 

to hear about the project from the partners or even external speakers. Many other events, 

organised by others, were attended by the project partners, making our final audiences and 

potential outreach quite high and diversified.  

One of the key events foreseen from the project start was the EU intermediate seminar, to be 

held in Brussels to present the project results, assess the interest for the topic and get 

feedback for the last project months outputs. This seminar was also intended in being 

organised in Brussels around June to reach out to policy-makers and potential participants of 

the European Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW).  

An application was first done to try to get a “High-level Conference” in the EUSEW 

programme (meaning the event gets included in the official agenda and is hosted in one of 

the EU buildings in Brussels). The application unfortunately got rejected, but we chose to 

maintain the event during that week, as an “energy day”. 

We set the agenda as to have presentations from the project coordinator (about all aspects 

related to the project), a presentation from an Advisory Board member and finally from one of 

the reference buildings representative. 

The event went well, with about 30 participants, coming from various sectors: industry, 

research and consultancy, standards body, Belgian authorities’ representatives, the EU 

Parliament, and more. Some participants also came from outside Belgium, for instance 

Switzerland. Many exchanges happened during the event with questions and answers, as 

well as after, during a short cocktail time. The discussion was also live on Social Media. 

Considering inputs we got at the event, it was decided to focus more of our work for the 

following months on policy aspects, especially considering the revision of the EU buildings’ 

Directives coming few months later end of 2016.   
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Introduction 

 

In order to present the first project results and policy findings to a Brussels audience, we 

included in the project activities the organisation of an EU intermediate seminar, towards the 

third project year.  

The seminar was organised on June 13, 2016 in Brussels, over a year before the project end 

in order to also get feedback from participants and integrate it during the following 14-15 

months, during the European Sustainable Energy Week (every year, in June, for one week), 

EUSEW. 

The event was organised as an “energy day”, and gathered around 30 participants. 

 

1. Defining the event concept and format 

a. EUSEW application -  

 
An application was prepared by BPIE, supported by EURAC, to get a high-level policy 

conference at the European Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW) in 2016, in Brussels, from 

February on.  

At that time, we considered grouping the event with another EU project on the same topic 

(Eco-Shopping), in order to present more results and make the event lively and rich of 

speakers from different countries and areas of expertise.  

 

Unfortunately, our application was rejected in April but the concept was kept to organise an 

Energy Day the same week in Brussels.  

We though decided to reduce the event ambition and allow maximum 50 participants, and to 

organise it on ourselves, with a shortened agenda. 

 

On June 13, this EU-level intermediary conference allowed presenting the first results and 

discuss with policy-makers as well as various shopping centre stakeholders.  

 

b. Location 

 

The conference was hosted at BPIE’s premises, in the European district, so that participants 

to other EUSEW events could join easily, and gathered around 30 participants. 

 

http://ecoshopping-project.eu/
http://commonenergyproject.eu/news/articles/50
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2. Getting high-level speakers and participants 

a. Agenda 

 

We refined the agenda to have an afternoon energy day, including four speakers, and to 

close with a networking cocktail.  

 

 
Figure 1: Agenda of the EU Seminar, June 2016 
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b. Speakers 

 

The event gathered four speakers: 

- Roberto Lollini, EURAC, is the project coordinator and introduced the project in all its 

aspects: policy, technology, focusing on the demo cases lessons-learned and 

replication potential, and the tools. 

- Veronika Schropfer, Architects Council of Europe (ACE CAE) who also moderated 

the event, explained why she agreed to join the project Advisory Board and how 

architects will benefit from the project findings. 

- Maarten De Groote, BPIE, introduced the policy frame in more details, focusing on 

how to integrate the project results into policy-making improvements. 

- Finally, Frédéric Pairoux, DEVIMO, who is also sustainability manager in one of the 

project’s reference buildings in Belgium, presented sustainability tools related to 

shopping centres. 

This diversity of profiles allowed participants to get a 360° view of the project aspects but 

also hear about shopping centres’ sustainability aspects, monitoring, policy-making, design 

and more. 

c. Participants 

 

The event went well, with about 30 participants, coming from various sectors: industry, 

research and consultancy, standards body, Belgian authorities’ representatives, the EU 

Parliament, and more. Some participants also came from outside Belgium, for instance from 

Switzerland.  

 

3. Promoting the event 

 

BPIE and the other project partners ensured the event would get sufficient promotion to allow 

a targeted participation.  

The event was of course announced and promoted on the EUSEW platform, on BPIE’s 

website. Several channels were also used to promote the event: Build UP, Construction 21, 

Fleishman Hillard daily news, the Coalition for energy savings newsletter, eceee, and Oxford 

Energy. Social media were also widely used with numerous tweets and Facebook posts. 

 

http://eusew.eu/energy-days/smart-strategies-and-policies-sustainable-shopping-centres
http://bpie.eu/event/smart-strategies-and-policies-for-sustainable-shopping-centres-energy-efficient-and-cost-competitive-retrofitting-solutions/
http://www.eceee.org/events/calendar/2016/Smart-strategies-and-policies-for-sustainable-shopping-centres
http://www.energy.ox.ac.uk/wicked-resources/
http://www.energy.ox.ac.uk/wicked-resources/
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Finally, an article written for the European Energy Innovation Magazine focusing on 

CommONEnergy was also used to promote the event.  
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Figure 2: Promotion of the Energy Week event in various channels 
 

4. The event 

 
The purpose of the event was to demonstrate to policy-makers and other participants the 

importance of having commercial buildings as a focus in the building-related directives. 

Especially as commercial centres currently represent 28% of the total non-residential building 

stock.  

Spotlight was put on how to frame policies, integrating the CommONEnergy’s project results 

into policy-making with recommendations for new and existing commercial buildings. 

Shopping centres features in EU28 + Norway were presented as well as the three 

demonstration cases lessons-learned and replication potential. The importance of innovation 

was highlighted, with a session on technologies improving comfort and reducing energy 

consumption in shopping centres. 

The presentations of the day are all available online.  

On the day, posts on Social Media made the event lively and helped share some results 

further than in the event room.  

 

 

 

  

 

http://commonenergyproject.eu/news/articles/50
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Figure 3: Photos on the day and tweet 

 

5. Discussing the follow up 

 

The event was the occasion to discuss further how to promote and use the project results, 

especially to have an impact on policy-making. 

It was therefore decided to bring this more into focus by following up the closely the 

discussions around the “Winter Package” (Clean Energy for all Europeans), and see how to 

bring the commercial buildings, including shopping centres, into the spotlight and make sure 

they are dealt with in the reframed buildings Directives, as well as to highlight the important 

role these commercial buildings could have to reach European sustainability goals if properly 

included in the EU Directives. 

The project has thus examined the sub-sector of shopping centres, which is the only one with 

a renovation rate of about 4.4% per year. As a consequence, more than 60% of the shopping 

centre building stock will be upgraded by 2030, representing a unique trigger point to realise 

sustainable energy-savings solutions along the planned aesthetic renovations. The findings 

are available in the policy factsheet: "Cost-competitive deep renovation of shopping centres, 

a driver for EU policies", released early 2017 and available here. 

Conclusions 

 
This EU intermediate seminar was a fruitful event, both for the participants and the 

organisers.  

The event organised in June 2016 served as a test for the larger final conference held a bit 

over a year later, and allowed to improve on how to present the project, what this kind of 

audience is expecting (for instance, seeing the interest shown about the project sustainability 

tools and other solutions, it was decided to organise a year later a full session on them). 

 

Participants got home with new information, as this specific topic of shopping centres is still 

not high on the EU agenda, that they could use for further research and projects. 

http://commonenergyproject.eu/uploads/biblio/document/file/1437/CommONEnergy_Policy_factsheet_shoppingcentres2017.pdf

